
NEWSLETTER 
News and upcoming events at The British School Bern Term 1 

Dear Parents, Students, Faculty, and 
Administration, 

2023 is coming to a close and we are 
now looking forward to 2024! From the 
warm days of September to the frigid 
days of December, there is much to 
reflect on. We have enjoyed watching 
the children grow in independence and 
thoughtfulness. Change is inevitably 
part of growth. We have added Mara to 
our team as a teacher support and we 
are so grateful for her. We also now 
have private violin lessons thanks to 
our music teacher, Bianca Muggleton. 
We here at the British School wish all of 
our families a wonderful winter break 
and a great start to the New Year! 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Bush  

Principal  

 

 

English Speaking International Day School  

“Excellence in Education” 

   e-mail: admin@britishschool.ch     tel: +41 31 952 7555       fax: +41 31 952 7557         
                         

www.britishschool.ch                                             https://www.facebook.com/britishschoolbern/  
      

Upcoming Events  
 

Monday, January 8th  

Welcome back - start of Term 2! 

Friday, January 12th  

First Ski Day  

For questions contact: mflieler@britishschool.ch  

Friday, January 12th  

First day of ice skating  

For questions contact: mflieler@britishschool.ch 

Tuesday, January 23rd at 15:45 

Bunco Afternoon! *for year 1 - 6 & must attend with a parent 

For questions contact: admin@britishschool.ch   

Monday, February 10th - 18th  

Sports Week Break  

Thursday, March 14th 

PT Conferences - school closes at 12:00 

Thursday, March 28th - April 14th  

Spring Break!  

Monday, April 22nd 

Earth Day/International Day - April 22 

Tuesday, May 7th  

Teacher Appreciation Day 
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 and Some Thoughts 

I want to thank you all for a wonderful 2023. We have had so many enriching experiences this last year that I love 
to reflect back on. We had our Spirit Day where everybody came dressed in their BSB wear.  We had a fantastic set 
of cooking classes provided by Monika Kugemann, a trip to the Parliament with our year 5/6 students (thank you 
Mireille!). Last but not least our wonderful Winter Concert and charity Art Show that showcased the talents of our 
students and wonderful faculty. As I reflect on our time together this last year and what 2024 will bring, I keep  
returning to the idea of community. This is  because of what I found when I started as the head of the school.    
Everybody here is on a mission to provide the best education and social upbringing for our students. We work as a 
team on this effort, but like in any team we all play our individual parts, even as we work together. We also     
sometimes don’t see the parts others play, though we do see the results of their efforts. Behind every element of 
this school’s there is a person, or several people. We can’t all do everything as individuals, but together we can do 
it all. But  being a team is not necessarily being a community.  

A team is held together by a task whereas a community is held together by a higher purpose, a community of   
practice, and organizational culture. We have those three things here at the British School Bern. We have a higher   
purpose, which is providing our students the tools they need to become the best people they can be and to have a 
sense of joy in learning. We have a community of practice in that we are all learning. We don’t just perform our 
tasks, but rather are defined by our ongoing learning and our mutual commitment to that open-ended practice. 
When we come to our interactions and our work in this mutual commitment of learning, we allow each other to 
grow and change, and it is here that trust can take root. Finally, we have culture. We have a culture of big learning 
in small classrooms.  Our teachers are incredibly talented, but talent alone isn’t enough. It is their desire and drive 
and love of their students that means that that talent bears fruit. We are also dedicated to our small classroom 
size, a commitment upheld by administration. Our students are academically advanced because of this               
combination of talent and drive and small classrooms where individualized learning takes place.  

All of these elements and more, make up British School Bern. So thank you for being part of our community. We 
know you have other schools you could have chosen, but you chose to trust us. You have made the decision to 
hand over the most precious person in your life, your child. Thank you for that. We get to be part of your story, of 
your child’s story. Years from now they will be talking about the Winter Concert of 2023 and because of that our 
community lives on. What we do today, becomes tomorrow’s seedling, and the soil for years to come.  



 

Reception and Year 1 

 

The Reception and Year 1 Class are such an incredible group of young children. We are a team 
that do our best at every phase of the day-from our focused learning mornings, when we are 
developing our reading, phonics, spelling, mathematics and written language skills, to our 
afternoons of choosing time and play, art, singing and structured themed based opportunities. 
We really do shine as a little crew!  

As a class, we embody a special proverb from New Zealand- ‘Ahakoa he iti, he pounamu-
However small, it is a treasure’. That is what we represent as a class and each day is a privilege 
and joy to be in the presence of such wonder.  

 

 

Classroom News! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 2 

The Year 2 class is an extraordinary group of students. I have been fortunate enough to teach 
this group of students for two years. I was with them during Year 1 and I am lucky enough to 
continue teaching them during Year 2. A highlight for our class this year has been making 
"Our City Project". After spending much time learning about "Our City, Bern", we created our 
own city out of cardboard boxes. We brainstormed what our city needs. Then the students 
began working on their buildings, designing what it would look like. After creating our      
buildings, we put the city together by adding our buildings, roads, crosswalks, playgrounds 
and of course, we added the Aare. To complete our project, each student created a           
PowerPoint slide with a picture of the building and a short note about why it is important for 
the city. Through this one project, we worked creatively with art, used our typing skills during 
our ICT, leaned about our city's past through history and worked on our writing skills while 
explaining why the building is important. It was busy unit during Term 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom News! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 3 and 4 

For the Year 3 & 4 children, Term 1 has been all about the Stone Age! Through reading, 
writing and art we have made our history lessons come alive as we traveled through millions 
of years from the first peoples to the Iron Age. A special highlight was a class trip to Laténium 
Museum at the Neuenburgersee. At the museum we participated in a fun workshop where 
we each made a Bronze Age pendant out of copper. 

Besides their regular classroom subjects, the Year 3 & 4 class also enjoys German and French 
lessons, Music class, Art and a Sport lesson each week. We are busy in our classroom, but also 
have time for sharing, stories and games. Our class marble jar, which rewards us for amazing 
tasks, was finally filled to the top in mid-November. As our special reward, we chose to walk 
to the local forest to play Stone Age games and make a fire for roasting marshmallows.       
Coming up in Term 2 we will focus on the Ancient Greeks. Perhaps we will return to the forest 
for some fun Olympics games! 

 

Classroom News! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year 5 and 6 

We have had a wonderful start to the school year and learned so many things together in our 

class! One of our lessons was about the Aztecs and the students learned about this 

fascinating culture from Mexico by delving into their history and re-creating artwork that 

represented Aztec themes and styles. En todo, muy bonito! The other highlight of our term 

was a visit to the Parliament building in Bern. The students got a chance to see the Swiss 

government in action. Not only did they visit the larger Nationalrat (National Council), but 

because they were so well behaved they were invited over to watch the much smaller 

Ständerat (Council of States). All in all a wonderful experience! Being back in the classroom 

after so many years away, has been a reminder of how much I love to teach. Year 5/6 made 

sure that this was the case. They are bright, funny, driven, and full of character. We look 

forward to 2024 and the next term! 

 

Classroom News! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

German 

Project work lends itself to highlights as it usually culminates in a memorable product or 

presentation to share. Therefore, I am tempted to mention the poster of the 

“Buchstabenmonster” that the year 2,3,4 native German students worked on together.  After 

listening to the story the children had to complete different tasks like drawing the monster, 

searching for words in magazines and making up nonsense words. At the end it served us as a 

reading game, which we still play when we have a few minutes’ spare. 

I would also like to mention the effort the 5/6 native German class put into their book presen-

tations. It was a pleasure to listen to their oral presentations and look at the posters. A       

highlight for me was that these presentations resulted in an impromptu exchange of books! 

A highlight for the non-native German speakers was when the children were able to play a 

simple guessing game on their own in German, “Rate mal, welches Tier habe ich?” 

 

 

Classroom News! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

French  

Year3/4 has dove into French full force this first term. We have learned basic phrases to greet 
someone, are able to name things around the classroom and sing a handful of songs in French. 
A highlight was certainly singing en français at the winter concert! 

Year 5/6 have been busy developing their French vocabulary with clothing, shopping scenes 
and food items. At the end of the term we traditionally have a French breakfast, everyone's 
favourite lesson! Our next task is to focus on verbs and activities so we can grow and expand 
our conversation level." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 

What a great term 1 we’ve had in music this year!  

Our year 5/6 class dove into the rhythms, songs and dances of West Africa. We created our 

own cyclic rhythms and dance moves culminating in a unique, African inspired class                

performance. This was followed by a unit on musical rounds in which we learned to sing many 

rounds in varying styles.  Our year 3/4  class has also taken an in depth look at rhythmic 

patterns and how musical arrangements are organised. We created our own accompaniments 

to songs using what we had learnt about chord patterns. Friday mornings are always a joy with 

reception, year 1 and year 2 all coming together to sing, dance and play instruments. Students 

loved making music with our very own hand-made shakers. The greatest highlight of term 1 

was the Christmas musical that every single student and teacher worked tirelessly on. What a 

night it turned out to be! It was a very special way to end the year and each and every student 

should feel proud of their huge achievement. Congratulations everyone! 

Classroom News! 



 

 

 

        

We look forward to 

celebrating these birthdays in 

Term 2  

Juri - January 6 

Neema - January 7 

Julie - Januar 20 

Fatima - February 23 

Ayaat  - April 10 

Laith - April 12 

Nellie - April 13 

Ben - April 16 

Saying Goodbye! 

Verse and Nkuriso are moving abroad and while they are leaving us, they are taking the British School, Bern 

values with them. Wherever they are they will shine bright. We will miss them both.  

 

Our Class Captains are also ending their term and we will have new Captains. Thank you 

Bahar, Jaël, and Lena for your service! You did a great job cleaning up the tool shed, 

getting that craft station idea going for our Winter Concert, and representing our British 

School values!  

Coming up in 2024! 



BONUS Reel from 

the Principal’s Phone! 


